
E3/4 Writing  
CHASE 2010-2011 

Instructor: Rachel Mohler 
  

This course focuses on the writing process, modes of writing, writing traits, and grammar. 
 

Each week our class time will be spent primarily in three ways:  
  

1) Journal Writing – We will start the class with about 10 minutes of Journal Writing.   Usually these journal assignments will 
come from a worksheet completed the week before (6-Trait Writing).   If your child is assigned writing in other subject areas 
(history, science, etc.) you can have them write those sentences or paragraphs in their journal.  This is a nice way to keep their 
writing all in one place.  Just make sure they bring their journal every Monday! 
  

2) Grammar – Grammar is not the main focus of this class. However, understanding the framework of writing (grammar) is an 
important part of learning to write.  Every month we will have a general grammar topic (ex. Nouns) and each week I will teach 
a part of that topic.  The Bob Jones English 4 worktext has excellent worksheets for further practice.  I recommend completing 
the corresponding worksheet page(s) during the week.   I will not be collecting or grading your child’s grammar worksheets.  
However, I will have the teacher manual with me on Mondays if you’d like to use it to grade your child’s work.  The schedule 
on the following pages will outline what is covered each week.  
 

3) Writing – We will spend the majority of the class time on writing.  We will complete 8 writing projects this year – 
approximately one every month.  Each week we will cover a different step in the writing process: Prewriting, Drafting, Editing 
& Revising, and Final Copy.  We will be following the lessons in the Bob Jones English 3 worktext.   We will also be using 
worksheets from Daily 6-Trait Writing (Evan-Moor) to reinforce the 6 traits of writing: Ideas, Organization, Voice, Word 
Choice, Sentence Fluency, and Conventions.  Most weeks I will be sending home one or two 6-Trait worksheet to be 
completed during the week (starting in October).  If you have a busy week, or your child is overwhelmed with the writing 
homework, these worksheets can be skipped.  However, they are an excellent tool to help improve the quality of your child’s 
writing.  We will be using the Day 4 worksheets for the Monday morning journal assignments. 
 
There is homework for this class! Each week you will need to work with your child to complete their writing assignment.  I 
recommend scheduling 2-4 fifteen minute writing times in your homeschool schedule every week.  This is what worked for my 
children:  
Tuesday: Grammar – review grammar concept, complete grammar worksheet(s)  
Wednesday: Writing – work on writing assignment  
Thursday: Finish any leftover work for either grammar or writing, 6-Trait Worksheet  
Friday: 6-Trait Worksheet  
Writing every day is crucial to becoming a good writer!  
 
Bob Jones English 3 worktext – this workbook is required for the class.  We will use it extensively.  It will provide explanations 
of what we are covering in class and a nice review of grammar concepts. On the schedule each week I’ve listed 4 - 6 
corresponding Bob Jones English 3 lessons.  You should look at the grammar lessons and pick and choose which lessons your 
child should complete.  I recommend you do some of the worksheets orally and pick a few sections for your child to finish 
independently.  Every chapter concludes with a review that you can use to evaluate if your child has mastered the concepts. 
The writing lessons will help you to know what we covered in class and might give more explanation for the writing homework 
that week.  Please have your child bring his worktext with him to class each week.  
 
Graphic Organizers: (webbing, story map, venn diagram, etc.) Many students are shut down by the sight of a blank page.  By 
dividing the writing process into 5 steps (prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, final copy) we break the assignment into 
manageable chunks.  During the prewriting step, graphic organizers help students to organize their thoughts before they begin 
to write the first sentence of an assignment.  The English 3 worktext will use a variety of graphic organizers this year. 
 
How much should you help your child?  The graphic organizer is the perfect tool to enable you to help your child without 
doing too much of the work for them.  Especially at the beginning of the year, you can help your child by filling in the graphic 
organizer for them – writing their ideas down in the appropriate boxes as you discuss the project.  This will model the process 
for your child.  When it comes to the drafting step you can guide your child to refer to what is written in the organizer as they 
compose their sentences.  In the beginning you may need to model that for them also.  Please see me for more specific help in 
how to do this.   Feel free to contact me with any questions: 584-5105 or rachelmohler @ comcast.net 

 
 



 
Fall Semester  
 
 
 

Chapters 1 & 12: Sentences & Poetry 
 
**I will be using Writing Poetry with Children ÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ ÏÆ "*5ȭÓ ÃÈȢ ρς 
 
September 13  
Journaling  
Grammar: Sentences, p. 1-2, 15-18  
Writing: Poetry - Couplets 
 
September 20  
Journaling  
Grammar: Subjects & Predicates, p. 3-4, 11-14  
Writing: Poetry - Cinquain 
 
September 27  
Journaling  
Grammar: Types of Sentences, p. 5-10, Ch. REVIEW, p. 19-20  
Writing: Poetry ɀ Shape Poems 
 
 
 
 

Chapters 3 & 4: Nouns & Friendly Letter 
October 4 

Journaling  
Grammar: Nouns, p. 37-38, Optional: commas in a series, p. 51-52 
Writing: Prewriting for Friendly Letter, p. 59-62  
 
October 11  
Journaling  
Grammar: Common Nouns, p. 39-42  
Writing: First draft of Friendly Letter, p. 63-64  
**Use lined notebook paper, write on every other line. 
 
October 18  
Journaling  
Grammar: Proper Nouns, 43-46  
Writing: Revising first draft of Friendly Letter, p. 65-68  
Complete checklists on pages 66 & 68 
 
October 25  
Journaling  
Grammar: Possessive Nouns, p. 47-50, CH REVIEW, p. 53-54  
Writing: Final draft of Friendly Letter, p. 69-72, CH REVIEW, p. 73-74  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chapters 5 & 6: Verbs & Persuasive Essay 
 
November 1 

Journaling  
Grammar: Action verbs, p. 77-80  
Writing: Prewriting for Persuasive Essay, p. 99-101, 103  
 
November 8  
Journaling  
Grammar: Action verbs, 81-84  
Writing: First draft of Persuasive Essay, 104  
**Use lined notebook paper, write on every other line. 
 
November 15  
Journaling  
Grammar: Helping verbs and prefixes, 85-86, 91-92   
Writing: Revising first draft of Persuasive Essay, 102, 105-106 
Complete checklists on pages 105 & 106 
 
November 22  
Journaling  
Grammar: Irregular verbs, 87-90, CH REVIEW p. 93-94  
Writing: Final draft of Persuasive Essay, 107-108, CH REVIEW p. 109-110  
 
 
 

Chapters 7 & 8: Study & Reference Skills; Story 
 
*** Please bring a non-fiction book on Nov. 29 and a dictionary on Dec. 6 
 
November 29  
Journaling  
Grammar: Parts of a Book, p. 113-118  
Writing: Prewriting for story, p. 137-142  
 
December 6  
Journaling  
Grammar: The Dictionary, p. 119 - 122  
Writing: First draft of story,  135-136 (Quotation Marks) 
**Use lined notebook paper, write on every other line. 
 
December 13  
Journaling  
Grammar: Encyclopedia, Library, Atlas, p. 123-128, CH REVIEW p. 129-130 
Writing: Revising story, p. 143-146, Publishing your story, p. 147-148, CH REVIEW p. 149-150  
Complete checklists on pages 144 & 146 
***Because there are only 3 weeks for this unit, the final draft will be done completely at home and handed in after the 
break.  
 
*** When we return from break our first project will be a Book Report. Please have your child read a book over 

the break that they can use for the book report.  

 
CHRISTMAS BREAK 



Spring Semester  
 
 

Chapters 9 & 10: Pronouns & Book Report 
 
January 10  
Journaling  
Grammar: Pronouns, 153-154, 159-160  
Writing: Prewriting for Book Report, p. 175-177, 180-181  
 
January 17  
Journaling  
Grammar: Subject Pronouns, 155-158  
Writing: First draft for Book Report, 178-179, 182  
**Use lined notebook paper, write on every other line. 
 
January 24  
Journaling  
Grammar: Pronouns, p. 161-162, 167-168  
Writing: Revising Book Report, 183-184  
Complete checklists on pages 183 and 184 
 
January 31  
Journaling  
Grammar: Possessive Pronouns, 163-166,  CH REVIEW, p169-170  
Writing: Final draft of Book Report, CH REVIEW p. 185-186  
 
 

Chapters 11 & 2: Verbs & Writing Instructions 
 
February 7  
Journaling  
Grammar: Linking Verbs, 189-192  
Writing: Prewriting for Game Instructions, p. 25, 27 
 
February 14  
Journaling  
Grammar: Linking Verbs & Contractions, p. 193-200 
Writing: First draft of Game Instructions, p. 23-24, 28  
**Use lined notebook paper, write on every other line. 
 
February 21  
Journaling  
Grammar: Suffixes and Homophones, p. 201-204, CH REVIEW p. 205-206  
Writing: Revising first draft of Game Instructions, p. 26, 29, 30, 31 CH. REVIEW p. 33-34 
Complete checklists on pages 29, 30 
***Because we only have 3 weeks for this chapter, the final draft will be done completely at home and handed in the 
next wek.  
 



Chapters 13 & 14: Adjectives & Adverbs; Research Report 
 
February 28  
Journaling  
Grammar: Adjectives, p. 227-230 
Writing: Prewriting for writing a Research Report, p. 249-254  
 
March 7  
Journaling  
Grammar: Adjectives, p. 231-234 
Writing: First draft of Research Report, p. 255-256  
**Use lined notebook paper, write on every other line. 
 
March 14  
Journaling  
Grammar: Adverbs, p. 235-238  
Writing: Revising Research Report, p. 257-260  
Complete checklists on pages 258 & 260 
 
March 21  
Journaling  
Grammar: Adjectives & Adverbs, Commas, p. 239-242, CH REVIEW p. 243-244  
Writing: Final draft of Research Report, CH REVIEW p. 261-262  
 
 

Chapters 15 & 16: Sentences & Compare-Contrast Essay 
 
March 28  
Journaling  
Grammar: Simple Subjects & Predicates, Fragments, p. 265-272 
Writing: Prewriting for Compare-Contrast Essay, p. 287-288, 293-294  
 
April 4 

Journaling  
Grammar: Sentences, p. 273-276  
Writing: First draft of Compare-Contrast Essay, p. 289-291, 295-296  
**Use lined notebook paper, write on every other line. 
 
April 11  
Journaling  
Grammar: Types of Sentences, p. 277-278 
Writing: Revising Compare-Contrast Essay, p. 292, 297-300  
Complete checklists on pages 298 & 300 
 
April 18  
Journaling  
Grammar: Persuasive Words, p. 279-280, CH REVIEW p. 281-282 
Writing: Final draft of Compare-Contrast Essay, p. 301-302, CH REVIEW p. 303-304  
 
 
April 25 - Compile Writing Portfolios and admire our hard work!  
 


